








V I S U A L  A R T I S T  &  D E S I G N E R
September 2017 – Present  |   Los Angeles,  CA

A R T :  Created vibrant contemporary artwork that was exhibited at  leading 

art  fairs ,  gal ler ies and hotels  from Los Angeles,  New York,  Dal las ,  Miami to 

Seoul .   Named the Artist in Resident 2023 for W Hotel  in  West Beverly 

Hi l ls .  Mixed media work ranges from paintings to large scale murals  and 

instal lations.   Presented at  solo & group exhibitions,  curated several  art  

events,  and spoke on NFT panels  from SXSW, NFT.NYC to NFT Expoverse.  

Featured on HBOMax Craftopia Season 2 Episode 4 (Winner) .  Created 

Hungry Artist project  with the mission to empower more artists.  

D E S I G N :  Brand development from story/copy,  logo design,  style guide to 

establ ishing brand DNA via typography,  color,  photography and 

videography.   Innovative product development from ideation,  sketch,  CAD, 

product specs to working closely with manufacturers domestic and 

international .   Art  directing photo/video shoots to creating compell ing 

content that is  on brand.   Design and managing websites,  e-commerce,  

marketing,  production,  sales to social  media.   Edited cl ient l ist  includes St .  

Jude x Vayner,  Rhea/Mark Wahlberg,  Brandon Boyd and Evermore Gear.

A R T  D I R E C T O R  @  B A M  L U X U RY D E V E L O P M E N T  G R O U P

March 2015 – August 2017  |   Los Angeles,  CA
Managed design projects with a high-performing team of creatives to 

develop custom artwork and interior elements for a  luxury turn key home 

in  Bel  Air.   Worked directly alongside the CEO to create extraordinary art  

and designs for the property from sketch,  sourcing,  CAD to ful l  fabrication.   

Establ ished the in-house art  divis ion that created bespoke artwork,  prints ,  

sculptures and instal lations for the property as wel l  as  exhibited at  global  

art  shows and gal ler ies.   Art  directed photo shoots and led deisgn team to 

create beautiful  visual  solutions for marketing the art  and home cohesively 

in col laboration with the realtors and PR team.  

D E S I G N E R  &  F O U N D E R  @  M A RY L A I  H A N D B A G S
February 2012 – December 2016  |   New York, NY - Los Angeles,  CA

Created an award-winning leather handbag brand.   Developed 

entrepreneurial  ski l ls  running a smal l  business and capable of multi-tasking 

several  roles from branding,  product design,  sourcing,  marketing,  web,  

social  media,  production,  sales to logistics.   Train with top sample makers 

at  an atel ier in  the Garment Distr ict  to create patterns and handcraft 

handbags from sketch to completion.   Worked closely with leather 

tanneries,  hardware manufacturers,  sample makers and factories.   Hand 

selected for a  trunk show at Henry Bendel ,  to speak at  a  design panel  with 

DVF, and a tr ip to Florence,  Italy to vis it  bag makers.   Showcased at  trade 

shows from Capsule Paris ,  Capsule NY,  EDIT Show and MAGIC Vegas.  

MARY 
LAI

Versatile designer & artist

Resourceful  entrepreneur

Creative thinker & leader

phone:  

email :  

Los Angeles,  CA 90031

P R O F I L E

P O R T F O L I O

www.marylai .com

C O N TA C T

W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

@marylai .co

@marylai_co

S O C I A L



C V E X H I B I T O N S  //  S H O W S :

Engl ish

Korean

L A N G U A G E S

HBOMax CRAFTOPIA 
Winner

Open Ris ing Star of 
Fashion Award 2013

Independent Handbag 
Designer Award 2013

Guess Brand Handbag 
Design Award 2015

AWA R D S

M A S O N  G R O S S  
S C H O O L  O F  T H E  A R T S

Rutgers University 
New Bruswick,  NJ

BFA in Graphic Design -  
1999 -  2003

E D U C AT I O N

C O N T E X T  &  A Q U A  A r t  M i a m i  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3

M O M E N T U M  A R T  S H O W  -  Ke y s t o n e  G a l l e r y  //  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C A  -  S u m m e r  2 0 2 3

W  H O T E L  ( A r ti s t  i n  R e s i d e n t  2 0 2 3 )  //  We s t  B e v e r l y  H i l l s ,  C A  -  M a y  2 0 2 3

L A  A R T  S H O W  //  D T L A  -  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 3

S C O P E  M I A M I  -  A R T  B A S E L  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2

S T.  J U D E  X  VAY N E R  E X H B I T I O N  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2

A R T S H A R E  L A   //  D T L A ,  C A  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R  //  S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  C A  -  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2

D i g i t a l  A r t  E x h i b i ti o n  -  D e v i a n t  A r t  //  H o l l y w o o d ,  C A  -  A u g u s t  2 0 2 2

P L A S  Ko r e a  @  C O E X  -  G a l l e r y  PA D O  //  S e o u l ,  Ko r e a  M a y  2 0 2 2

A R T  M A R K E T  S F  //  S a n  Fr a n c i s c o ,  C A  -  A p r i l  2 0 2 2

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R   //  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C A  -  A p r i l  2 0 2 2

R E D  D O T  M I A M I  W Y N W O O D  -  P E R S E U S  G a l l e r y  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R  //  B r o o k l y n ,  N Y -  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1

B FA A  A R T  FA I R  -  G a l l e r y  PA D O   //  B u s a n ,  Ko r e a   O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R  //  S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  C A  -  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R  //  D T L A ,  C A  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1

N O S TA L G I A  S O L O  E X H I B I T I O N  -  S TA R T  L A  G a l l e r y  //  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C A  -  N o v  2 0 2 0

R E D  D O T  M I A M I  W Y N W O O D  -  P E R S E U S  G a l l e r y  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9

S B G  H O T E L S  S O L O  S H O W  -  C H E S T E R F I E L D  H O T E L  //  M i a m i ,  F L  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9

D E S I G N E R C O N  -  A N A H E I M  C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R  //  A n a h e i m ,  C A  -  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 9

S N A P C H AT  S P E C TA C L E S  X  R O N  R O B I N S O N  E V E N T  //  W  H o l l y w o o d ,  C A  -  N o v  2 0 1 9

T H E  O T H E R  A R T  FA I R  L A  //  S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  C A  -  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 9

Art is  a  universal  language 
that can speak to anyone.  My 

dreamer mindset is
reflected in the vibrant mixed 

media artwork that aims to 
upl ift and evoke emotion.
As a contemporary mixed 

media artist ,  I  combine 
abstract  geometric
forms with vibrant 

i l lustrations playing in the 
intersection of art  and 

design.  

With over 20 years in the 
creative industry,  I  use my 

experiences to create a range 
of artworks,  murals  and 
sculptures where art  is  

experienced.

A R T I S T  S TAT E M E N T

S E N I O R  H A N D B A G S  &  A C C E S S O R I E S  D E S I G N E R
 @  G L O B A L  B R A N D S  G R O U P  ( L F  U S A )
July 2007 – February 2012  |   New York,  NY

Identified seasonal  trend direction with a cr itical  eye -  travel  to Paris ,  

London and Tokyo for trend shopping and trend report .   Created concepts,  

sketches,  prototypes,  patterns/prints and design specs.   Product 

development tr ips to South Korea every quarter to complete each 

col lection in a  fast  paced environment with str ict  deadl ines.   Source 

leathers and materials  with a high level  of taste within target pricing and 

production in mind.   Give direction and feedback to design team to achieve 

desired outcomes with a strong aesthetic sense for each brand ethos.   Art  

directed a custom showroom design every market.
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