
 
CITY OF SEBASTOPOL 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
Meeting Date: May 16, 2023 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers 

From: Toni Bertolero, Engineering Consultant 

Subject: Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant Application for the Burbank 

Experimental Farm Restroom Facility and Accessibility Improvements Project 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution Approving the LWCF Grant Application for the Project 

Funding: Currently Budgeted: _______ Yes ___X____ No _____ N/A  

      
Account Code/Costs authorized in City Approved Budget (if applicable) ___AK_____ (verified by Administrative Services Department) 
 
INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE:  

The item is to request Council adopt a Resolution (Attachment 1) approving the LWCF grant application for the 
Burbank Experimental Farm Restroom Facility and Accessibility Improvements Project.  
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION :   
The City approved the Burbank Farm Restroom Facility Project (CIP No. 0413-78.00) in the adopted Fiscal Year 2022-
23 CIP Budget. During the design, it was determined that there was insufficient funding for the ADA parking stall 
and ADA path leading to the new restroom facility. The project was then broken up into two projects, one for the 
new restroom facility, and another project for the parking stall and ADA path improvements (included in the Draft 
Fiscal Year 2023-24 CIP Budget).  
 
DISCUSSION: 
California Consulting is the grant writer and recommended this grant for this CIP project because of its eligibility 
and believe it to be competitive for the funds. Because the grant application is due June 1, 2023, it is recommended 
that the grant application include both the restroom and accessibility improvements since that was the original 
scope of the restroom project. The LWCF grant is a Federal grant (administered through the State) and the 
application is due June 1, 2023. It is estimated that grant award would occur approximately December 2023 and 
the funding available in summer/fall 2024. A copy of the draft grant application is attached (Attachment 2). 
 
The resolution has six requirements which are standard. However, two are described further since they are more 
notable: 
 

• LWCF Boundary. In accepting this grant, the Burbank Experimental Farm property would be included in the 
LWCF boundary meaning no part of the property can be converted to other than public outdoor recreation 
use (i.e., a public park in perpetuity). 

• Matching funds are available. The LWCF grant is a 50 percent grant with 50 percent matching funds. The 
project construction cost is $380,000 and the City’s match would be $190,000.  California Consulting (grant 
writer) has confirmed that the City can use its awarded CDBG grant of $146,000 as a local match and would 
therefore need to use $44,000 of its local funds (the CIP proposes $234,000 in local funds). 
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GOALS: 
This action supports the following City Council Goals and General Plan Action: 
 

• Community Services and Facilities CSF 2-21: Continue to provide support to local non-profits providing 
community recreational services on City-owned land operated by the non-profits, including … the 
Burbank Experimental Farm. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 
The construction of new small ADA bathroom facility at Burbank Farm, and the ADA pathway to the restrooms and 
associated underground utilities is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Under Section 
15303(e) Class 3, which exempts small accessory structures. The restroom accessory structure will be 
approximately 70 feet west of a ca. 1997 barn and 200 feet south/southwest of the ca. 1910 cottage A Notice of 
Exemption (NOE) has been filed for this project. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
As of the writing of this staff report, the City has not received any public comment. However, staff anticipates 
receiving public comment from interested parties following the publication and distribution of this staff report.  
Such comments will be provided to the City Council as supplemental materials before or at the meeting.  In addition, 
public comments may be offered during the public comment portion of the agenda item.   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
This item was noticed in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act and was available for public viewing and review 
at least 72 hours prior to schedule meeting date.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
If awarded the grant, the City’s local match would be $44,000 and the source would be Fund 103, 
Building/Facilities/Infrastructure Reserves. Fund 103 is designated funds for this use. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
Staff recommends the Sebastopol City Council adopt the Resolution approving the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) grant application. 
 
Attachment: 
1 – Resolution 
2 – Grant Application 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:  2023-XX 
 

CITY OF SEBASTOPOL 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEBASTOPOL APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR 
THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FOR THE BURBANK EXPERIMENTAL FARM RESTROOM AND 

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, the Congress under Public Law 88-578 has authorized the establishment of a federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Grant-In-Aid program, providing matching funds to the State of California and its 
political subdivisions for acquiring lands and developing Facilities for public outdoor recreation purposes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the California Department of Parks and Recreation is responsible for administration of the 
program in the State, setting up necessary rules and procedures governing applications by local agencies 
under the program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant certifies by resolution the approval of the application and the availability of eligible 
matching funds prior to submission of the application to the State; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Sebastopol hereby: 
 
1. Approves the filing of an application for Land and Water Conservation Fund assistance for the 

proposed Burbank Experimental Farm Restroom Facility and ADA Path Project  
2. Certifies that the applicant has reviewed, understands, and agrees to the General Provisions 

contained in the contract shown in the Grant Administration Guide; and  
3. Agrees to abide by 54 U.S.C. §200305(f)(3) which requires, “No property acquired or developed with 

assistance under this section shall, without the approval of the National Secretary of the Interior, be 
converted to other than public outdoor recreation uses. The Secretary shall approve such conversion 
only if he finds it to be in accord with the then existing comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation 
plan and only upon such conditions as he deems necessary to assure the substitution of other 
recreation properties of at least equal fair market value and of reasonably equivalent usefulness and 
location.” 

4. Certifies that said agency has matching funds from eligible source(s) and can finance 100 percent of 
the project, which up to half may be reimbursed; and 

5. Agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules, regulations and 
guidelines. 

6. Appoints the Assistant City Manager as agent of the applicant to conduct all negotiations and execute 
and submit all documents, including, but not limited to, applications, contracts, amendments, 
payment requests, and compliance with all applicable current state and federal laws which may be 
necessary for the completion of the aforementioned project. 

 
The above and foregoing Resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted at a meeting by the City 
Council on the 16th day of May 2023, by the following vote: 
 
VOTE: 
Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:  
Abstain:  
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   APPROVED: __________________________________________ 
       Mayor Neysa Hinton 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________________________________________ 
            Mary Gourley, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk, MMC 
 
                                                             
APPROVED AS TO FORM: _______________________________________________ 
          Larry McLaughlin, City Attorney 
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