
CITY OF SEBASTOPOL 
CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM 

Meeting Date: April 6, 2021 

To: Honorable City Councilmembers 

From: Agenda Review Committee 

Subject: Fireworks 

Recommendation: City Council Direction to Staff 

Funding: Currently Budgeted: ____  Yes  _____ No  ___XX __  N/A 

Net General Fund Cost:  None 

Account Code/Costs authorized in City Approved Budget  _AK __ (verified by Administrative Services Department) 

INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE:   
The item tonight is for City Council Discussion of fireworks and direction to staff. 

BACKGROUND:   
The City Council may, by resolution, authorize temporary use permits for retail sales of fireworks at 
temporary fireworks stands. City of Sebastopol Resolution #3082 authorizes issuance of Temporary Use Permits 
for the retail sale of fireworks in the corporate City limits. The period of sale is from 12:00 noon, June 28th 
through 12:00 midnight July 4th. 

Historically, each year, organizations would submit an application for a temporary use permit through the Fire 
Chief.  The Fire Chief would review the permit and submit a recommendation to the Council.  However, in 2020  
due to COVID-19 Shelter in Place Orders, the City reached out to County Counsel and in light of the order at that 
time, recommended that selling fireworks was not an essential business during that COVID-19 Shelter in Place and 
having a large event at that time was not in the best interest of the public health. 

Also, many cities temporarily or permanently banned the sale of safe and sane fireworks as the events had the 
potential to be large gatherings which were prohibited in the order in place at that time.  The Council at that time 
denied the sale of safe and sane fireworks in the City of Sebastopol for the 2020 period only. 

DISCUSSION:  
Currently the County of Sonoma is still under a Shelter in Place Order and listed in the Red Tier.  Under the 
blueprint for re-opening, outdoor live events cannot have any live audiences and indoor gatherings should have 
no more than 3 households.    As of the writing of this report, the Kiwanis have determined they will not be 
holding the Fireworks show this year.  They have considered all options and determined to cancel the fireworks 
show until at last 2022. 

City staff has surveyed the local Sonoma County cities for their current policies on Fire Works.  Fire Chief Braga 
received the following results which are listed below: 

1. Cloverdale – City Council will decide on April 14, 2021.
2. Cotati – Banned sales and use of Safe and Sane Fireworks.  No Shows or Fireworks allowed.
3. Healdsburg - Banned sales and use of Safe and Sane Fireworks.  No Shows or Fireworks allowed.
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4. Petaluma – Banned sales and use of Safe and Sane Fireworks.  They are discussing allowing a one night 
fireworks show similar to our Kiwanis Show - Parks & Recs are waiting for State Guidance on Large Group 
gatherings. 

5. Rohnert Park – City Council will decide on April 13, 2021. 
6. Santa Rosa – Banned Safe & Sane Fireworks.  Red, White, and Boom Show Canceled. 
7. Sonoma – Banned sales and use of Safe and Sane Fireworks.  Discussions with State Parks, City, and 

Sheriff’s Department to allow a one night fireworks show. 
8. Windsor – Banned sales and use of Safe and Sane Fireworks.  Possible Aerial Display at Windsor Golf 

Course (no large gatherings). 
 
The item tonight is to discuss Fireworks in the City of Sebastopol and provide direction to staff. The City 
recognizes that the sale of fireworks is major source of income for most non-profits and agendized this item 
tonight to provide direction to staff on options for Council consideration. 
 
Some items for consideration are: 

• Allow Sale of Safe and Sane Fire Works for 2021 
• Prohibit Sale of Safe and Sane Fire Works for 2021 and Review in 2022 

o Discussion of submission of community benefit grants 
• Prohibit/Ban Sale of Safe and Sane Fire Works (Requires repealing of ordinance) 
• Allow Use of Fire Works 
• Prohibit/Ban Use of Fire Works (Requires repealing of ordinance) 
• Prohibit/Ban Use of Fire Works other than for Specific Events Such as July 3rd Fire Works (Requires 

amendment of ordinance) 
• Other 

 
Tonight’s item is not for Council Action but Council  discussion and direction to staff of actions, if any, to be 
brought back to the Council as a future agenda item. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
As of the writing of this staff report, the City has received public comment which is attached to this report. If staff 
receives additional public comment from interested parties following the publication and distribution of this staff 
report, such comments will be provided to the City Council as supplemental materials before or at the meeting.  In 
addition, public comments may be offered during the public comment portion of this item.   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
This item was noticed in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act and was available for public viewing and review 
at least 72 hours prior to schedule meeting date.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no fiscal impact associated with discussion of this item. 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the City Council discuss and provide direction to staff. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Public comments Received as of the Posting of this Report 
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